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The psychological process involved has received a
number of names according to the degree of intel-
lectual power called forth and to the nature of the
being acted upon, but there is not the slightest differ-
ence in the essential quality of the mental act. We
may distinguish five ascending grades of this act
which will be sufficient for the present purpose.
These are: (1) low or ordinary cunning, largely
aided in animals by hereditary instincts ; (2) sa-
gacity, such as is manifested by the most intelli-
gent domestic animals, and also by the less developed
human beings; (3) shrewdness, best exemplified in
business transactions; (4) strategy, as practised in
war; and (5) diplomacy, characterizing the inter-
course of nations with one another. This group of
intellectual actions, since it involves more or less
pain, temporary at least, in the feeling beings e.x-
ploited, represents the moral aspect of the principle
under discussion and may be called moral indirection.

The other form of indirection, viz., that in which
the intellect, or directive agent deals with inanimate
or insentient objects forming obstacles to the satis-
faction of desire, appears only to a limited degree at
any stage below the human. At least, animals exer-
cise it only by avoiding such obstacles, and never by
modifying them. But man, at all stages at which
we know him, and doubtless almost from the begin-
ning of his strictly human career, has always and
everywhere sought with more or less success to
modify his environment and to adapt it more com-